Laugh? I nearly died

As Chicago's legendary
comedy club turns 50,
Julia Buckley joins other
amateurs on a crash
course in being funny

hink of an American 3
comedian, and the chances
are they will have trained at

: a particular comedy club in
Chicago. The alumni list for the Second |
City is as long as it is impressive (see
box below): book tickets for any of the
daily shows and you could be watching
tomorrow’s Bill Murray or Joan Rivers.
Less well known is that the club
opens its doors to amateurs. Signing
up for a taster course at the one of the
world’s most famous comedy venues is
a daunting prospect, made more so by
the fact that it specialises in the hardest
of comedic arts: improvisation. It’s no
exaggeration to say that the Second
City is the mecca of improv. And 1 am on
a pilgrimage to be funny. i
There are sixteen of us in the class,
each secretly hoping that we will return
home more a little bit more confident,
entertaining and spontaneous. “You're
on fire tonight!” our friends will chime.
And we will smile smugly and put it
down to our Chicago holiday. At least,
that’s the idea.
First thing Monday, we’re running
around the room, screaming “oil slick”
at each other. It’s what passes for an

Class act ... Julia gets to grips
with mime; (below) Second City



